
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Good afternoon, everyone 

I hope you have enjoyed the half term holiday.  

What a great week and start to term 4!  

This week I am keen to share with you further information around our Ofsted inspection. 

Amazing team 

When the report was released, it was incredibly important to me to celebrate the hard work and 

commitment of the Claremont staff team in the first instance. The staff, like you, were only able to know 

the judgement and read the report on that Monday. As the governors shared, the outcome might not have 

been what we had hoped for after the incredible hard work, innovation and commitment of our very 

skilled team, not just during the inspection but throughout the academic year.  

It was a very tiring time for everyone and I thank you for your patience with my more detailed response. It 

was important for the team to have time to think, reflect and process.  

I would also very much like to share my thanks for the many emails showing support for us, 

congratulations and for comments shared both with myself and via the governor question link. The 

governors and I work closely together and are aligned in our visions and response to what is needed for us 

as a school. I understand my initial response to the report was seen by some as an attempt to overlook the 

fact that we did not retain our outstanding judgement: that was not my intention. Equally I had 

communication to share what a lovely positive response it was that showed strength of leadership and 

guidance. I know everyone will read things in different ways. I am a realistic and positive leader; my 

intention was to be real about the report. I felt there were so many things to celebrate in it. 

As Chris shared in his governor communication on the day of the release, the Ofsted framework is far 

removed from 14 years ago; it is very explicit and the four inspectors were rigid in their reading of every 

word of it. It is widely publicised in educational circles that each and every inspection is different and there 

is ongoing research about the consistency of them.  

So why didn’t we get outstanding?  

The language in the new framework states that of outstanding: The school’s curriculum intent and 

implementation are embedded securely and consistently across the school.  The truth is, we are in the 

middle of implementing and embedding some new areas; a new validated DfE systematic synthetic phonic 

program that all schools needed to take on (September 2022), and the new computing curriculum 

(November 15th 2022). These new areas were/are essential for us and we were transparent in our 

operation and plans with the Ofsted team. It was crucial for us to move forward with new and improved 

systems and curricula in the best interests of the children and current DfE requirements.  
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Moving Forward: 

1. Class teaching of phonics was strong and so we need to continue to embed Supersonic Phonic 

Friends to ensure pupil outcomes and progress support early reading. This includes ensuring and 

monitoring that all staff members feel confident in their implementation.  

2. Increase reading opportunities for all pupils where appropriate now our new book sort is 

completed. Mrs Oliver is currently ordering more books and has a robust monitoring program to 

ensure that this is embedded and effective. 

3. Ensure that the effective assessment systems that we already have in place are fully embedded in 

subjects where we have made recent changes, which will address any gaps in knowledge or 

misconceptions. 

4. The School Improvement Advisor (SIA) is going to carry out a visit to scrutinise the above in term 5. 

The report said, and it was true- the leaders are ambitious for success- our aspirations are clear to see. 

Leaders in Ofsted terms include myself, senior leaders, middle leaders, subject leaders and governors. We 

are a team set to continue to provide a strong and meaningful curriculum that is consistent across the 

school and allows pupils to have a range of learning opportunities and experiences.  That allows them to 

take risks and explore, feel safe and be the best that they can be. We will continue to drive forward high-

quality provision and relentlessly work within and towards the Outstanding statements we are judged 

against.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you have a good weekend. 

Mrs Roberts and the brilliant Claremont team. 

 

 

 

Strike Update 

1st February: all schools in England and Wales √ 

2nd March: South-east and south-west England and London 

15th and 16th: March all schools in England and Wales 

The NEU is still the only one union that has balloted for strike action at this time. 

As before it is challenging for us to give definitive guides as to how the school will 

operate next Thursday. I have, as before, asked teachers to let me know if they 

plan to strike but as yet no one has shared any information. I will keep you 

updated as I am able. 

We are very much hoping to open as normal and planning for this however, we 

know that timetable changes and lessons may be very different on the day. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seraphine Mathew from 

Elder class won a bronze 

medal at the Leon Paul 

Fencing series in the U-11 

category on 29th January in 

a strong pool of 16 

competitors from various 

clubs in the London and 

neighbouring regions. 

Seraphine, although being 

the youngest fencer, also 

finished 5th yesterday (last 

Sunday) at the South 

Eastern regional 

competition in the U-12 

category and as a result has 

qualified to represent the SE 

region at the 2023 British 

Youth National 

Championship in April. 

 

Chloe Jolliffe has represented her gymnastics 

club twice at national acrobatic competitions in 

the youth category this week, meaning that she 

was competing against gymnasts from age 9 up 

to the age of 18. This was only her second and 

third time ever competing and yet her recent 

hard work, dedication and talent resulted in an 

incredible 2 medals for her trio: silver in Bristol 

and Bronze in Surrey. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

For our project in Year 4, we are in need of thick, A3-size cardboard. If you 

have any cardboard at home that you do not need, please could your child 

bring this into school and leave it in the covered area outside the Year 4 

classrooms by Friday 10th March. 

Many thanks,  

The Year 4 Team  

 

 

World Book Day is on Thursday 2nd March 

2023. As tradition, we invite all children 

to dress up as their favourite book 

character if they wish! 

 

Our next collection is on Friday 3rd March. 

I will be stationed outside the main office during morning 

break that day if you are able to spare any donations.  Their 

most wanted list is attached to newsletter this week. 

Thank you in advance. 

Mrs Brookbank 



 

 

Charities Update 

We have a number of fundraising days coming up and I just wanted to give you some advance 

notice of what is happening. 

On 24th March we will be holding a fundraiser to support Mr Hume in his marathon, raising 

money for The Stroke Association.  Can you please ensure that all children have their trainers in 

school that day as they will be collectively running 14 marathons that day. Children can choose 

to wear fancy dress that day, if they would like to. You will be able to support their fundraising 

by donating through the following link. 

www.justgiving.com/Oliver-Hume1 

As I am sure you are aware, the week before that is Red Nose Day, we would like the children 

to celebrate this amazing charity but we will not be asking for donations through the school 

this year.  The children, however, are more than welcome to wear their red noses to school or 

an item of red clothing to show their support.  Red Nose day is on 17th March. 

We have two more fundraising dates, one 21st April for Kent Search and Rescue and on sports 

day we will be raising money for our other chosen charity, Hospice in the Weald.  I will send 

further information nearer the time. 

Can I take the opportunity to thank you for all your generosity in supporting the charities 

chosen by the children and supporting their fundraising activities. 

Mrs Brookbank 

Aspens is a local charity that supports people with autism and learning disabilities.  
 
Aspens is increasing their Specialist Support services and Family Support Service 
provision in West Kent. The Specialist Support Service can be funded privately by 
families or commissioned via other avenues dependent on funding availability. The 
support from the Specialist Support team involves proactive strategies which can 
be used to help parents, carers, professionals and a young person with any 
difficulties they may be experiencing and will evolve over time. The Specialist 
support team can work in various settings including the family home, nursery, 
schools, colleges etc. 
 

There is also a Family engagement officer in West Kent who can support families 
through 1-1 clinics in Pembury. These clinics aim to provide an opportunity for 
parents to discuss concerns and receive general advice, guidance and signposting. 
They can also offer more bespoke family support e.g. monthly meetings with 
parents to check in, support at meetings, support with general queries and finding 
the right support etc. Please see the attached flyer for a Family Support Coffee 
Morning on 7th March. 
 

http://www.justgiving.com/Oliver-Hume1

